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Relationship between Ethnic Parties and Political Decentralization:
A Case Study of Scottish National Party

GUO Leiging

( Institute of Contemporary Socialism Shandong University Jinan Shandong 250100 China)

Abstract: Political decentralization is a frequently — used method when multi — ethnic countries deal with eth—

nic separation. While there is a relatively powerful ethnic party in the breakaway regions the function that the polit—

ical decentralization restraints the separation will be greatly weakened and even be counterproductive. As the ethnic

party in the breakaway regions tends to use political decentralization to improve its strength

it doesnt give up de—

mands of independent. Instead they bargain with the central government and achieve the goal of national separation

ultimately. For example the development of Scottish National Party due to the political decentralization results in the

failure of the strategy that the UK government used the political decentralization to restraint the Scottish separation.

Key words: Ethnic Party; political decentralization; Scottish National Party; Scotland’s Separatist Movement



