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Study on the Relationship between Democratic Transition and

National Separation in Thailand since 1992
Guo Leiqing

Abstract: In recent years, Thailand falls into the double-bind dilemma of class conflict and national separation.
On the one hand, street fights between “yellow shirts” and “red shirts” trigger a series of military coups and
finally lead to military dictatorship and democratic regression. On the other hand, the separation efforts of Malay-
Muslims causes more and more troubles, violent terrorist activities occur frequently and the number of casualties
are increasing, which pose a huge of threat to national security and stability. This double-bind dilemma could
be attributed to the democratic transition in Thailand since 1992. It intensifies the contradictions among ethnics
and stimulates the Malay-Muslim secessionist, which aggravates the situation of southern Thailand. In turn, the

intending separation of Malay-Muslim become one important factor of democratic retrogression in Thailand.
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