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Destroy or Save Capitalism?
—The Rise of Modern Democratic Socialism in the United States
Liu Yu'an

Abstract: Since the 2016 presidential election, democratic socialism has quietly emerged in American politics. Vermont Senator
Bernie Sanders, a self-proclaimed socialist, has been the first presidential candidate in the American history who openly embraces
socialism. Why did he win wide support? The current trend of democratic socialism in the United States can be traced back to
Roosevelt's New Deal. Modern American presidents, from Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy and Johnson to Clinton and Obama, have all
tried to improve the traditional capitalist system and achieved certain results, thus ensuring the continuous operation of the capitalist
mode of production in the United States. Though they were only tinkering, improving or saving capitalism, they still pushed history
forward. At present, there is still a reason for the existence of the capitalist mode of production in the United States as it is creating
huge, new productivity, and this is because democratic socialism improves and limits it. Therefore, democratic socialism also has its
own reasons for existing in the United States, which fundamentally explains why Sanders dares to openly hold the socialist banner.

Reywords: democratic socialism, Roosevelt's New Deal, capitalism
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