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distinguished Visiting Professor at the Department of Chinese Language and Litera-
ture of the University of Macau, points out that the New Culture Movement’s spirit-
ual values illuminated the “fragments of civilization” in the New Literature; the ener-
gy from the West drove the New Literature and stimulated in it a certain radical atti-
tude. The New Culture Movement and its core values of “Democracy and Science”
played a decisive role in the intellectual character, spiritual mien and cultural traits of
the New Literature. It remains necessary to reiterate the inherent and necessary connection
between the emergence of the New Literature and the New Culture Movement.

(2) The Communist Activities of the First International and the Logic of Its Socialist
Party Politics Wang Shaoxing * 37 -

Against the backdrop of the 19th century, the First International took Marxism
as its guide and the early Socialist International League as its vehicle. Viewing the
seizure of power as the great mission of the working class, it was active in struggling
against the rule of the bourgeoisie, energetically responding to the call of times in
terms of both theoretical consciousness and organized proletarian struggle. It had a
great historical influence upon the international Communist movement and the growth
of nationalism from the 20th century on. Taking the initiative in socialist party politics,
the First International followed in the steps of the Communist League. Through the
interaction and development of a new organizational form, a new theoretical stance
and new political practice, it changed the political situation under which all political
power was monopolized by the bourgeois political parties, and thus left a rich histori-
cal legacy of ideological creation and practical innovation for the rise and development
of the subsequent Second International, the Communist International, and socialist
party politics within oppressed nation-states. The First International’s practice of
socialist party politics was obviously “local,” “preliminary” in terms of its stages of
development, and “experimental” in terms of practice, but it laid the cornerstone and
pioneered the values for the major development of socialist party politics in fields ran-
ging from organizational vehicle, value orientation and content of activities to ideolog-
ical direction, mode of practice and strategies and principles.

(3) Rethinking Metaphysics: From the Perspective of Chinese Philosophy
Peng Guoxiang « 60

Comparing the Western philosophical tradition of “metaphysics, ” represented by
Platonism, with the Chinese philosophical tradition of the “study of what is above
forms” (xing er shang zxue J T %), represented by Confucianism, we find that
they differ in that Western metaphysics includes a clear dividing line between the two
elements of ontology and cosmology, whereas in Chinese philosophy, the two are in-
terconnected. If some typical “xing er shang xue” constructions in modern Chinese
philosophy are viewed as responses to Western “metaphysics,” then a further review
of the theoretical effects that may be brought about by “introducing what is Chinese
into what is Western” can show that the very premise of and prospects for the devel-
opment of current Chinese and Western philosophy rest in the symbiosis and mutual
consummation of world philosophy, as well as in the way each should conduct itself
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