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The Impact of Populism on Social Democracy in Europe
Jiang Rui

Abstract: The rise of European populism is largely caused by the wealth disparity and the defects of the representative
democracy. Therefore, both the left-wing and right-wing populist parties have held the banner of welfare state and direct democracy,
which pose a severe challenge to the traditional left-wing and left-wing political parties in Europe, including the social democratic
parties. In particular, the demands of the left-wing populist parties have had a strong impact on the ideology of the European social
democratic parties. In such a passive situation, the European social democratic parties constantly reflect on their "third way" and take
some targeted measures, such as promising to end the European austerity policy and build a welfare Europe at the economic level
and advance democracy in all aspects at the political level, with an emphasis on individual rights and the importance of checks and
balances for democracy.

Keywords: populism, social democracy, welfare state, direct democracy, Europe
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